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VIRGINIA IN 1670-1671. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library. ) 



(CONTINUEP) 



Governor of Virginia to the Privy Council, 1670. 

(Copy.) 

[Col. Papers, Vol. 26.] 

A Lett'r from the Govern'r of Virginia to the Com'tee about 
the business of Scarborough. 

My most Honor'd and reveared Lords 

I receaved the Honor of your Lords'pps com'ands in a busi- 
ness that concerned one farvax of London Merchant, and one 
Scarboroug A Planter in this Colony and truly my lords I gave 
as spedy an issue to the just complaynt of farvax as the value 
of such causes would permit, for Scarborough AUeaged divers 
causes in Equity to lessen the sum due to farvax by Bond 
w'ch the Court would not permit ther being none to answere 
for farvax in Equity or Chancery so that Scarborough was 
adjudged to pay in three yeares Eight hundred and fourty 
pounds sterling and this was donne in October last as by the 
order of Court wil appeare to your Lords'ps. 

But my most honor'd Lords the Beginning of this Present 
March I receav'd comands from his Royal Highnesse to review 
Scarborough's cause assuring me that he had more Equity in 
his cause then I could know of and his Royal Highnesse was 
pleased to descent to this Particular that to his Highnesse 
knowledge a shipp sent by Scarborough to farvax to pay this 
debt was taken by his comission. 
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Now my lords I could not give a new and an other hearing 
unto Scarborough nor would my Duty suffer me to let his 
Royal Highnesse mediation be altogether ineffectual being the 
first that ever I receav'd from his Royal Highnesse of this 
nature. 

I therfore tooke this Temper I superseded the Execution 
ready to be issued out on Scarborough's first sayling for one 
Yeare that if in that time S'r Charles Scarborough could pro- 
duce anything to your Lordships that might Alleviate his 
brother's debt in Equity he should transmit it to me, otherwise 
I bid Scarborough be assured he should pay the two Annual 
sumes he was adjudged to pay in one Yeare and this donne it 
can be no great Damage to farvax. 

My most Honor'd Lords I hope this retarding of Execution 
wil not be too severly censured by your Lordshipps or if it be ; 
that your Lordsh'ps wil looke w'th an eye of comissiratlon on 
the condition of a poore man who durst not denye Justice ; nor 
could in Duty denye what was Equitable, to the Mediation of 
so great and reverenced a person as his Royal Highnesse. 

My most honor'd Lords I am confident you have heard very 
few complayns of me and if I 'scape the severity of your 
Dreaded censure for this you shal never heare an other of me. 

My most honor'd Lords in al things that is possible for my 
greatest Diligence and meane abilities to performe I shal ever 
strive and study to shew my selfe my Lords. 

Your Lordsh'pps most humble, most faithful and most 
obedient servant, 

[signed] Will Berkeley. 
March 12, 1670(71), Virginia. 

Rec'd ye 12th. Shewed his Roy'U Highness 17 May, 1671 



Governor Berkeley to , 1671. 

(Copy.) 
My most Honor'd Lord 

Since my last to your Lordsh'pp whirin I gave you an Ac- 
count of what I did on his Royal Highnesses comands in 
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favour of Scarborough the sayde Scarboroug is Deadc but I 
doe assure your lordshipp that I have secured the Estate of 
Scarborough for fairefax and he Wil now sooner have his debt 
then if Scarborough had beene living. 

But my most Honor'd Lord this is not the occasion of this 
hasty letter But to desire your Lordships favor in the behalfe 
of a Brother* of my Deare Wives to whome I have promised 
the Place of Surveighor General of Virginia w'ch I formerly 
gave to Coll. Scarborough and was confirmed by his Sacred 
Ma'tie w'ch I humbly begg may be now also confirmed to my 
Brother. He wil very sodainely after this personally kisse your 
Lordshipps hands and amongst many other things informe 
your Lordshipp of our great and Hopeful progresse in Silke. 
But my Lord I had no knowleg of this ships Departure but as 
I rise from the Court and was returning to it to dispatch many 
publique businesse[s] this is only to desire your lordsh'ps fa- 
vour to my Brother my Lord I am 

Your Lordsh'ps most humble and obedient servant, 

[signed] William Berkeley. 
Virginia, May 23, 1671. 

[Indorsed] 

S'r Wm. Berkeley. May 23, 1671. Scarborough lately dead 
but his estate secured for fairfax's satisfaction. Desires his 
brother Culpeper may be confirmed Survey'r G'nall of Virginia 
void by ye s'd Scarborough's death. 



'Captain Alexander Culpeper, whose father lost his "life, liberty and 
state in the King's service (according to Berkeley) was appointed Sur- 
veyor-General of Virginia, November 17, 1672, and again in the first 
year of James II. In the Diary of Mrs. Thornton (Surtees Society) are 
notices of the marriage, about 1650 in Virginia, of the heir of the Danby 
family, of Yorkshire, to a Miss Culpeper. The editor of the Diary states 
that she was a niece of the first Lord Culpeper. It seems there can be 
no doubt that she was a sister of Frances Culpeper, who married first 
Samuel Stephens; secondly, in 1670, Sir William Berkeley, and thirdly 
Philip Ludwell. Alexander Culpeper was a brother of Lady Berkeley. 



VIRGIKIA. IN 1670-71. 17 

GOVBKNOR BEKKELBY TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL, 1676. 

(Copy.) 
My most Honor'd Lords 

In Obedience to your Lordsh'ps com'ands I have sent an 
Answer to your Lordsh'ps Enquiries Dated the 29 of Sept., 
1670. But not receaved til Jan. the nth, the Answers are most 
True in Every Particular and I have sent them by my Brother 
Culpeper who is able to enformc your Lordsh'ps of divers other 
Particulars not yet mentioned by your Lordsh'ps. Especially 
of that our now great hopes and concemement Silke: of w'ch 
I have now sent your Lordsh'ps a Patterne as we now make it, 
and when the rest is woond (for it is but newly made) wil pre- 
sent his ma'tie w'th 6oty or 70 pounds made in my owne house 
this yeare. But my Lords had we some skilful men from Sicily 
or Naples or Marsellies that could enstruct us a neerer and 
better way then yet we know : I speake it confidently in ten 
or fifeteen yeares we might make and send for England five 
hundred Bayles Yearly of silke: But my Lords poore men 
who can hardly maintaine themselves in coarse cloathes w'th 
their utmost Industry in what they know, and are accustomed 
too wil w'th difficulty be brought to adventure on more hope- 
ful (if they are also hazardous) designes w'thout skill or some 
experimented assurance, in, and from themselves, or others. 

This is that w'ch has so long retarded this hopeful and Hon- 
orable comodity, silke; But my Lords had we skilful men from 
those places who have laboured some ages in the making it we 
should then w'th cherfullnesse lend the most of our Endeavours 
that way and my most honor'd Lords ther wil want nothing to 
effect this but a Royal com'and to the several Consuls of those 
places for wil defray al other charges of their transportation 
and wages. 

My most honor'd Lords if you lay any other comand uppon 
me this next shipping they shal be most Dutifully and Care- 
fully observ'd and Executed, by 

Your Lordsh'ps most humble and obedient servant, 

[signed] William Berkeley. 
June the 20th, 1671, Virginia. 
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The secretary who has the keeping of al the records is now 
on an Emergent occasion in the Extreames of the Country so 
that I cannot now send the Comission and his Ma'ties Instruc- 
tions but by the Grace of God you shal receave w'th in ten 
days after this. 

[Indorsed] 

Virginia, June 20th, '71. S'r Wm. Berkeley to the Councill 
of forreign [Plantacons]. 



William Sherwood to Joseph Williamson, 1671. 

(Abstract.) 

Lower Chip-okes in James River, Virginia, 

June 17, 1671. 

Wm. Sherwood' to Joseph Williamson, Secretary, to Lord 
Arlington, Principal Secretary of State. The past three years 
of his time he must attribute to his (Williamsons) worthy 
donation. Acknowledges the great debt he owes him & cannot 
without shame look upon the foul act which was the cause of 
his being in that Country, yet he can say without ostentation 
that he has found good out of evil. Sends this by Capt. Cul- 
peper a gentleman of this Country, that he may not be black- 
ened with ingratitude. 

'William Sherwood was a native of the parish of White Chapel, Lon- 
don. He appears to have been bred to the bar, and to have served as a 
clerk in the office of Sir Joseph Williamson, Secretary to Lord Arling- 
ton, who was Secretary of State of England. Sherwood attempted to 
rob Williamson, but though the circumstances are unknown, they were 
evidently such as to induce Williamson to procure his pardon. In 1668 
Sherwood, no doubt aided by Williamson, came to Virginia, and for 
thirty years lived a useful and honorable life. He was attorney-general 
of the colony 1678-80, and a member of the House of Burgesses. Sev- 
eral of his letters to Williamson have been printed (this Magazine, 
I), and show a deep feeling of penitence and gratitude, and he directed 
in his will that his tomb, still at Jamestown, should state that he was 
"a great sinner waiting for a joyful resurrection." For a notice of 
Sherwood and a copy of his will see WiUiam and Mary Quarterly, 
XVII, 268-273. 



VIRGINIA IN 1670-71. 19 

Indorsed by Williamson. 

"Rec'd 13 Sept., 1671, one of those that robbed me whom I 
saved." 

(Colonial Papers, i p.) 



Governor Berkeley to Lord Arlington, 1671. 
(Abstract) 

Virginia, June 23, 1671. 

Governor Sir William Berkeley to [Secretary Lord Arling- 
ton]. 

Scarborough's Estate so secured that on his life Fairfax 
shall not lost one penny of his Debt. Again petitions to pro- 
cure His Majesty's Grant of the Surveyor General's Place for 
his brother Culpeper ; his father lost all his estate, life and lib- 
erty in the King's service. 

(Colonial Papers, i p.) 



Thomas Ludwell to Lord Arlington. 

[Col. Papers, Vol. 26.] 

Virg'a, June 26th, 1671. 
Right Hono'ble 

In my last I sent you the acco't of the 2s. per hogshead and 
promised now to send the laws & leavies w'ch I have donn 
and a duplicate of the money acco't the heats are now too fan- 
advanced for a journey to the Mountaines but after a pawse 
upon what is allready doun and we have taken breath I doubt 
not but we shall goe further in the discovry ; My lord since my 
last There is come in the new Pattent* for the land between 
Rappahannock & potomeck rivers, the Gover'r & councell sup- 



* Many documents of interest in connection with the Northern Neck 
have been published in this Magazine, especially Vols. XIV-XIX. See 
indexes. 
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posing it for his Ma'ties service did formerly demurr to the 
like, but finding after all they could say, that his Ma'ties pleas- 
ure is to continew his graunt they have reddyly and humbly 
submitted themselves to it, in w'ch Patent there are some limi- 
tacons w'ch were not in the former for w'ch all here doe most 
humbly acknowledge his Ma'ties Royall favor, but the Patent 
being not 2 yeares old and yet graimting all the land taken up 
9 yeares before doth extreamly trouble those who (on the same 
termes others hold) tooke up land w'th in that time and now 
must have new ensureances on worse tearmes soe that we f care 
what the effects may be of those discontents, besides there are 
many other graunts in that Pattent inconsistent w'th the settlcd- 
nesse of this Governm't w'ch hath noe barr to its prosperity 
but proprieties on both hands and therefore is it mightily 
wounded in this last, nor have I ever obser\'ed anything soe 
much moore the peoples griefe or passion or w'ch doth more 
put a stop to theire industry then theire uncertainty whether 
they should make a country for the King or other Proprietors. 
I am informed that theire agents here begin allreddy soe little 
to owne this Governm't by sending theire owne warrants to 
com'and the Kings Sheriffs w'ch their Pattent warrants not 
that wee cannot but bcleave theire designe is to gctt them- 
selves freed wholly from the Governm't and then I dare pro- 
noimce this country ruined and the Governm't rendered in- 
capable to defend it sclfe ag't any enimy for my lord I assure 
you that graunt includes at least a third of all left to poor 
Virg'a by the other proprietors of acres and I beleeve ncer a 
quarter of the inhabitants, I doe therefore an mine owne be- 
halfe most humbly pray your Lord'p that a stop may be put to 
theire further p'r tencons and I doubt not but from the next 
assembly the King and councell and yo'r Honor in perticular 
will receave addresses whereby you will be truly informed of 
the ruine is like to fall on us, I begg yo'r Lord'p favor in con- 
cealing this perticular relacon from the fury of Air. justice 
Morton who being powerfuU may endeavor the taking that 
little from me w'ch his new Grant hath left me. And may God 
forever blesse you and continue yo'r endeavors for ye Glory & 
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prosperity of the King and all his subjects and may he load 
you w'th his favors and we w'th our prayers for a continuance 
of them never cease to sollicit heaven nor I in perticular to 
acknowledge myselfe 
Right Hono'ble 

Yo'r Honnors most humble serv't, 

[sign'd] Tho. Ludwell. 
[To] My lord Arlington. 

[Indorsed] 

Virginia, 26 June, 1671. R. 13 Sept. 

Mr. Ludwell sends an acc't of ye laws & levies & a duplicate 
of ye money acc't ye new patent of land betvv[een] Rapan- 
hanock & Potomeck Rivers formerly demurred to by ye Gov't 
& Councill, is now submitted to but it being but 2 yeares old & 
granting land taken up 9 yeares before, breeds infinite discon- 
tents & may produce bad effects. 

Ye settlem't of that Gov'mt depending in ye proprieties on 
both hands this moves great passion in all & puts a Stop to 
industry. Ye Patentees Agents begin already to slight ye 
Gov'mt further then their patent warrants, & if this proceede 
ye Countrey is ruined, & canot defend itselfe from any enemy 
if they free y'm selves wholy from ye Gov'mt desires further 
a stop may bee put to their further p'r tencous till ye next as- 
sembly rep'r sent ye danger hereof to ye King & Councill begs 
this relacon may be concealed from Mr. Justice Morton. 



Thomas Ludwell to Lord Arlington. 

(Copy) 

[Col. papers, Vol. 27.] 

Virg'a, 17th July, 1671. 
Right Hono'ble 

Besides the p'rsentm't of my most humble serv'ce to yo'r 

Lord'p this serves only to render yo'r honor most humble 
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thanks in ye Countryes behalf e for your favorable assistance in 
the confirmation of the Gover'r & councells order for the 
prohibition of ye importacon of newgateers w'ch since my last 
is come to hand, and truly my lord I think it soe very necessary 
that it be continued that I may say the safety of this Country 
will much depend on it for wee have had of late soe many and 
soe insolent villanies com'itted by men of that sort (whome 
threat nor punishm't keep in awe) that were theire numbers 
greater they would certainly (as the condicon of this country 
stands) very much hazard the peace of it, to yo'r Lord'p there- 
fore wee owe our pr'sent security ag't them and doe humbly 
pray soe may our future peace and may God for ever blesse 
you. I am, My most honor'd Lord, 

Yo'r Lord'ps most humble serv't, 

Tho. Ludwell. 
[Indorsed] 

Mr. Ludwell, July 17, '71, thanks yo'r L'pps for ye prohibi- 
tion for Importation of Newgateers w'ch was very necessary 
for ye safety of y'r Countrey. 

For the Right Hono'ble Henry Lord Arlington, Principall 
Secretary of State, to his most sacred Ma'tie. White Hall. 

(to be continued) 



